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• 45% of adults in Scotland do not have 

the knowledge and skills required to 

understand and to use information from 

texts (Scottish Survey of Adult Literacies 

Report 2009)

• Lower literacy skills are linked to poverty 

and people with lower literacy scores are 

more likely to have health problems, 

suffer from depression, be unemployed.

• Less likely to participate in society.



Ciara Phillips, Advice-giver, 2012

• Learning is at the heart of 
everything we do.

• Increasing women’s confidence, 
skills, knowledge and 
understanding and nurturing 
their desire to learn more.

• Using our collections to remove 
barriers to participation, to 
increase women’s cultural 
capital, to enable women to 
participate fully in society and 
to find their voice.



“Before, I was so 

isolated. I was 

excluded because I 

was different. These 

classes have made 

me belong to 

something and feel 

good about myself.” 



“I feel proud of the 

things I have written. 

I have so much more 

confidence in 

everything I do now."



"One day I hope I 

can help other 

people learn that 

they too have a 

talent and to 

believe in 

themselves"



Literacy learning taking place in the archive



Taking the archive out into communities



Ciara Phillips, Advice-giver, 2012







Story Cafe



Drama Queens



Drama Queens do Muriel Spark



Voices From The Belvidere



Voices From The Belvidere - Publication



Voices From The Belvidere - Performance



Silence and Song

Partnership with the 

National Theatre of 

Scotland.



Embroidery

Film

Found Poetry

Discussions



Ceartas

Advocacy –

Writer in 

Residence


