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Background
‘Women Making an Exhibition of Themselves’ at Glasgow Women’s Library

Glasgow Women’s Library (GWL) is the only Accredited Museum dedicated to women’s history in the whole of the UK, and in December 2015 became a Recognised Collection of National Significance.

Women Making an Exhibition of Themselves is a new project funded by the Recognition Fund through Museums Galleries Scotland. It will involve Community Curators and an artist/designer working with GWL staff to ensure inclusive and innovative approaches to showcasing, interpreting and making more accessible this Recognised Collection of National Significance in its newly refurbished museum venue. Further, it will develop digital and web based aspects of the collection so that the collection can be more fully and widely appreciated.

Following relocation into permanent premises, a major capital refurbishment project and significant raising of its public and media profiles over the last two years, GWL has the opportunity to pause and re-think its exhibition and interpretation strategies so that the way GWL ‘looks’ and ‘feels’ like a museum also reflects the Core Values and holistic approaches of the entire organisation. These Values are rooted in: openness and respect; diversity and inclusivity; learning and development; addressing inequalities; empowerment; and valuing our learners. 

GWL is renowned for excellence in its delivery of exciting learning programmes and meaningful public engagement, and through this Project, GWL will extend these right to the core of its collections display and interpretation. GWL, for example, has an Adult Literacy Project, a dedicated Black and Minority Ethnic Women’s Project and a Project addressing Sectarianism and Hate Crime, so it has very broad perspectives to harness and add value to discussions on how and what we communicate through the objects in the collection.
At the heart of the Project will be Community Curators, made up of GWL learners and project users, who will work with the Assistant Curator to determine what GWL will display from its collection to constitute permanent exhibitions at GWL for the next two years – and how these items will be interpreted. Challenging questions will be posed around how / why items should be selected to tell a coherent and comprehensive story of how women have shaped their own lives and those of their families and broader communities, and how ultimately they have changed laws, hearts and minds in quests for equality.
The Project will include provision for bespoke display cases to fit the needs of the collections and the new building spaces, with the involvement of an artist/designer to work with the Community Curators to create a specially commissioned display case to augment these. As well as new exhibits in situ at GWL, the Community Curators will also create two ‘Women on Wheels’ outreach kits, designed to be easily portable resources to take out to community settings. 
Finally, this Project will support the need for GWL to expand into digital areas for the first time with its collections, providing software solutions through Adlib and web enabled aspects that will increase accessibility, knowledge and understanding of this Recognised Collection to broader audiences.
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