Renton Poet Katherine Drain
In Renton, Dunbartonshire is the Cordale Housing Scheme. Its street names reflect famous local people of the past, including Katherine Place, after local poet Katherine Drain. 
Katherine was born in Burns Street in 1868, one of four children born to Irish emigrants, Robert and Roseanne.  Her father was a Block Printer in a local mill, but died young, leaving his wife to care for their family, and to go out to work. The family then moved frequently throughout the Vale of Leven area.
It is amazing that someone of Katherine’s background was able to read and write when illiteracy was widespread. Katherine showed her talents early, one of her poems being written when she was only fourteen, and included in her anthology, ‘Loch Lomond Rhymes’, published in 1902, containing 139 poems, and dedicated to Lord Overtoun of Dumbarton. 
Katherine made a living through writing verses for the wealthy of the area.  She was also a maidservant and a shirt machinist.  However, her life was marred after giving birth to a son out of wedlock, a great disgrace in those days.  Although she continued to write and eventually had her book published, Katherine died in 1904, at the age of just 36 and was buried in a pauper’s grave.
Her poems give us an insight into her beloved Vale of Leven, and also into the lives of people, wealthy and poor, who lived there.  Other poems are deeply personal and give us clues about Katherine’s own life.  
The following is an extract from Katherine’s introductory poem in ‘Loch Lomond Rhymes’:
                Some lift the pen for pleasure only,
            While I, in hours so sad find lonely,
                        My soul doth pour.
            And when in bed I should be sleeping,
            Line after line, I sit here keeping
                        The wolf  from the door.
 

 

Then kindly read my simple story,
Free from fiction’s tales of glory 
            Or dreadful crimes,
And this heart great joy shall bound in
Should you have any merit found in
            Loch Lomond Rhymes.
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