Helen Denny
1827 – 1905
Background:
Helen was born in Carnwath, Lanarkshire on 14th October 1827 and was the 2nd oldest of a family of 9.   They periodically had to move house because of her father’s job with the Inland Revenue.     
In the early 1840’s he was posted to Dumbarton where Helen met Peter Denny, son of a shipbuilding family.   It’s likely that they met through social contact within their church, which was breakaway Free Church, later the United Free Church.
Adult Years:
Marriage - In 1846 Helen and Peter married and remained together until his death in 1895 having 15 children with 6 surviving at Helens death in 1905.   By the late 1850’s Peters business acumen and Helens support at home saw the family shipbuilding business of William Denny Brothers expand beyond belief to bring them a life of wealth and luxury.

Domestic Up’s – Helen found herself as one of the foremost women of the area and around 1855-56 they moved to a large villa in Dumbarton which Peter had renamed Helenslee in honour of his wife.    During 1866-67 it was redesigned and extended to suit their growing wealth, family and social stature.   Between confinements, Helen organised life at home for her husband and family.   She would be expected to be at her husband’s side on social occasions both at home, locally and for the business.  
 Domestic Down’s - Despite the family’s wealth, they were not spared pain and sorrow.   Only 6 of their children survived them, the remaining 9 died as infants or young adults.    
Helen’s legacy:
As wife and mother – According to reports from newspapers after her death, she was ‘gentle and amiable’ by nature and was a ‘tower of comfort and strength to her philanthropic husband’.   To me it sounds as if she was happy to live in the shadow of her successful husband and focus on domestic and community responsibilities with a quiet dignity.   
As a prominent citizen – Helen’s social life as a leading member of the community seems to have revolved round her Church and faith.  She was an office bearer of the YWCA, associated with The Working Boys & Girls Religious Society and held annual picnics in the grounds of Helenslee.   She was also associated with The Benevolence Society and The Town Mission’.     
Research sources:  Census records 1841 - 1901;   www.urbexforums.co.uk ;   Local Parish Records;   Scotland’s People; Local Newspapers.

I began researching Helen’s life because some years ago I had professional contact with one of her descendants and had fond memories of visiting him and his wife.   Then I found out some facts which made me even more curious.    Firstly, she had 15 children, outliving most of them, secondly her maiden name was Leslie, a surname shared by my family and lastly she had to adjust her life constantly to accommodate changing circumstances which she appears to have done with some dignity.
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